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From: Father Mike 

Priest-In-Charge 

 Advent is for Longing 

Is it Christmas time? Or Advent? How should we feel and 

think about this time of year? 

Try this scenario: Right after Halloween, we start planning 

and stockpiling for the Holiday, with maybe some bonus 

early shopping.  By late November, just as Americans 

celebrate Thanksgiving, we burst into full Christmas mode. 

The decorations go up, the lights get strung, the carols are 

24/7, and Santa encamps at the mall for pictures and 

maximum retailage. And by December 26, it’s all over 

except the bills. That’s how we celebrate Christmas! 

Now contrast this: Advent is a season of emptiness, of 

longing. The decorations are sparse; the readings are about 

promises not yet fulfilled. It’s the season of John the 

Baptizer proclaiming in the desert. The songs are not yet 

“Joy to the World,” but “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” 

and “O Lord, how shall I meet you? How welcome you 

aright?” Rather like Lent, Advent is about waiting and self-

reflection. It’s remembering Israel’s exile and our own 

longing: 

The season of Advent, a season of waiting, is designed to 

cultivate our awareness of God’s actions—past, present, and 

future. In Advent we hear the prophecies of the Messiah’s  

December 2015 

Small Group Bible Discussion 

November 30, 6:30 p.m.  

Tuesday Morning Bible Study 

December 1, 10:00 a.m. 

December 8, 10:00 a.m. 

December 15, 10:00 a.m. 

December 22, 10:00 a.m. 

NO Tuesday Morning Bible Study 

Tuesday, December 29 

Spiritual Cinema Circle 

Tuesday, December 1, 6:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, December 8, 6:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, December 15, 6:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, December 22, 6:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, December 29, 6:30 p.m. 

Altar Guild Brunch & 

Advent/Christmas Planning 

Saturday, December 5, 10:00 a.m. 

Daughters of the King  

Sunday, December 6 

Family Promise at Woodhaven 

Sun,, Dec. 6 – Sat., Dec. 12 

S. W. 5 

Saturday, December 12, 5:00 

Austin Street Sandwich Crew 

Saturday, December 12, 11:00 a.m. 

Austin Street Center 

Sunday, December 13, 3:45 p.m. 

NO 8:00 a.m. service on December 20 

Advent Lessons & Carols 

December 20, 10:30 a.m. 

Christmas Eve Family Eucharist 

December 24, 5:00 p.m. 

Feast of the Incarnation 

December 24, 9:30 p.m. 

Christmas Day Service 

 December 25, 10:00 a.m.. 

http://feeds.feedburner.com/~r/ThinkChristian/~3/493211329/
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coming as addressed to us—people who wait for the second coming. In Advent we heighten our 

anticipation for the ultimate fulfillment of all Old Testament promises, when the wolf will lie 

down with the lamb, death will be swallowed up, and every tear will be wiped away. (Calvin 

Institute of Christian Worship) 

In Advent, we dwell on our need for Christ’s coming, looking back to Bethlehem and forward 

to the New Jerusalem. It’s not until Christmas that the party explodes.  Christmas Day is still 

the climax of the season, but rather than being the end, it is the beginning of celebration that 

carries on in worship for weeks. We sing of God’s faithfulness and his promises fulfilled. We 

sing from Christmas Day, through New Years, right to early January (Epiphany, the traditional 

arrival of the wise men, is January 6, for instance, hence the twelve days of Christmas). 

My point is not so much that we should all observe the liturgical calendar in detail, but that 

there’s more going on right now than hanging tinsel. There’s a lot of wisdom in that old pattern, 

wisdom that could be a counter-cultural witness, even to ourselves as worshiping Christians. 

We have a story to tell of longing, right now, that should stand out in our culture. But most of 

us aren’t aware how much culture shapes even church holidays. As one person puts it, “Secular 

society knows a little something about Christmas but virtually nothing about Advent. The 

danger for the Church is to end up going in this same direction.” 

My point, my fear, is that the we have, out of ignorance or indifference, drifted into thinking 

about Christmas in Hallmark and secular terms, rather than Biblical themes. We are the poorer 

for it, and our witness is less striking and counter-cultural.  

God promised that Immanuel would come. And he promised he would come again. Let us be 

prepared, not exhausted. 

I close with a cinquain poem written by one of our small groups last Advent when we were 

beginning our work during this time of transition. 

Advent 

Anticipation, Preparation 

Listening, Praying, Watching 

Excited, Anxious, Joyful, Hopeful 

Arrival!! 
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First Sunday in Advent, November 29, we light the candle of Hope. 

Second Sunday in Advent, December 6, we light the candle of Peace. 

Third Sunday in Advent, December 13, we light the candle of Joy. 

Fourth Sunday in Advent, December 20, we light the candle of Love  

Advent Lessons & Carols will be celebrated on the Fourth Sunday in Advent, December 20, at 

10:30 a.m. there will be only one service that day  

 

Christmas Schedule 

Christmas Eve Family Eucharist 5:00 p.m. 

Feast of the Incarnation, 9:30 p.m. 

Christmas Day, 10:00 a.m. 

 

Vestry Election Results 

Congratulations to the following members of our parish community who were elected to the 

vestry for the next three years: 

Dick Comstock 

Mary Forrest 

Terry Hogle 

Bill Thompson 

A special thank you to Meg Mueller and Sue Sailor who also ran for vestry. They have and will 

continue to contribute many things to the life and well-being of this parish.  

Pease keep Redeemer the vestry and this faith community in your prayers as we enter a critical 

time for this church. 

https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrB8p8q40xWJGcA_XiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTI0MjJka21qBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZAM5YjlkZmJkMjg5YzE1OWJkZTQ4NGY2NGVhZTZlNmUwZgRncG9zAzM4MQRpdANiaW5n?.origin=&back=https://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p%3DClip%2BArt%2BAdvent%2BSchedule%26n%3D60%26ei%3DUTF-8%26fr%3Dyfp-t-901-s%26fr2%3Dsb-top-images.search.yahoo.com%26nost%3D1%26tab%3Dorganic%26ri%3D381&w=200&h=85&imgurl=hopelutheranchurch.org/images/Christmas/advent_schedule.gif&rurl=http://hopelutheranchurch.org/Season of Advent.htm&size=+4.7KB&name=Hope+Lutheran+Church+-+<b>Advent</b>&p=Clip+Art+Advent+Schedule&oid=9b9dfbd289c159bde484f64eae6e6e0f&fr2=sb-top-images.search.yahoo.com&fr=yfp-t-901-s&tt=Hope+Lutheran+Church+-+<b>Advent</b>&b=361&ni=320&no=381&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=11mo68sq0&sigb=15285c5su&sigi=11rlt7mvp&sigt=114erk13f&sign=114erk13f&.crumb=Xo8f3pEg.sU&fr=yfp-t-901-s&fr2=sb-top-images.search.yahoo.com
https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrTcX4Ra1NWKAkAoDSJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTIycnVhODFhBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZANkZDhmOGNmYTFiNTE3YjIwNGU3NTJkNjU3OGI3ZjU1NQRncG9zAzQEaXQDYmluZw--?.origin=&back=https://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p%3DChristian%2BClip%2BArt%2BChristmas%2BSchedule%26fr%3Dyfp-t-901%26tab%3Dorganic%26ri%3D4&w=500&h=396&imgurl=www.webweaver.nu/clipart/img/holidays/christmas/nativity.png&rurl=http://www.webweaver.nu/clipart/christmas-religious.shtml&size=228.8KB&name=<b>Religious</b>+<b>Christmas</b>+Clipart+-+Free+<b>Holiday</b>+<b>Graphics</b>&p=Christian+Clip+Art+Christmas+Schedule&oid=dd8f8cfa1b517b204e752d6578b7f555&fr2=&fr=yfp-t-901&tt=<b>Religious</b>+<b>Christmas</b>+Clipart+-+Free+<b>Holiday</b>+<b>Graphics</b>&b=0&ni=480&no=4&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=11pvarcan&sigb=13j7isv7j&sigi=11sdmvvnm&sigt=12fp9inu1&sign=12fp9inu1&.crumb=Xo8f3pEg.sU&fr=yfp-t-901
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The Season of Giving (and Giving and Giving…) 

Meg Mueller 

It’s been said before: Redeemer is one of the most giving-est places I’ve ever been a part of, and 

Christmas is a time when we outdo ourselves. This year, as always, there are many in need for 

the holiday season, and here is how the Outreach Committee is asking you to help.  

Blue Christmas 

Irving Fire and Police Departments are collecting gifts for Irving children, and once again 

Redeemer is helping!  This ministry of the departments was started 35 years ago with 25 

families, and has grown to serve over 400. Gifts for all ages are appreciated, but they are 

often shortest on gifts for older kids.   Some suggestions are sports equipment (balls of all 

kinds, baseball gloves and soccer shin guards and goalie gloves), beauty products 

(cologne, makeup and hair products, hair dryers, curling irons), and gift cards.  Irving 

ISD provides the departments with the names of children who need these and other items.  

The Fire Department will be picking up our unwrapped gifts on Sunday, December 13
th
, 

so make sure you have them to the church by then. Mark them for “Blue Christmas” and 

put them in the blue bin in the back of the church. Monetary donations are appreciated, 

too. 

If you want to help even more, check out the Chili Cook Off on December 5 from 9am – 

4pm in downtown Irving, and the Pancake Breakfast on December 12 from 9am – 11am 

at Plymouth Park Baptist Church. More information for both events can be found at: 

http://irvingpoliceandfirebluechristmas.org/ 

 

 

http://irvingpoliceandfirebluechristmas.org/


Page 5 

Crèche Display 

Our “doing” activity this month is the Crèche Display.  Whether you help with set up, 

take down, greeting visitors, sharing your family nativity for the display, or bringing a 

group of friends by, all participation is appreciated. There is a sign-up sheet in the back of 

the church for the scheduled volunteering. 

Family Promise 

Our next Family Promise rotation is December 6 – 12.  We will need grocery shoppers 

and sack lunch makers.  If you can spend a bit of time on this wonderful ministry, sign up 

in the back of the church or contact Christy Wilson. 

Irving Cares 

This month, the most needed items are: canned fruit, canned meat (tuna and chicken), 

canned meals (chili, stew and soup), hot and cold cereals, and hygiene products (soap, 

shampoo, deodorant and toilet paper).The food needs during this time of the year go up, 

especially when the kids are out of school and do not receive subsidized breakfast or 

lunch, so all food items are welcome. Want to help more? Here’s a list of how your 

monetary donations will help: 

 $70 will buy a week of groceries 

 $75 will buy a prescription 

 $150 will pay a water bill 

 $250 will pay for a GED test 

 $500 will pay a month’s rent 

 $600 will pay an electric bill 

Gift Ideas 

And if that’s not enough for this month, consider giving a gift of Heifer International or 

Project Hope (the Peruvian orphanage that we’ve supported), or Episcopal Relief and 

Development for everyone on your hard-to-shop-for list.   

Have A Blessed Christmas! 
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Crèche Display 

Meg Mueller 

Advent – the season of anticipation; of celebrating Christ’s birth on Christmas day, of dreaming 

of visits with family and friends, of hoping that Santa didn’t forget you. We hope that 

Redeemer’s Crèche Display is something that you anticipate, too, and hope that it is a tradition 

that kicks off your Advent Season.  Whether you’ve participated in the past or not, please 

consider doing so this year by letting us set up your family’s nativity, helping with the set-up, 

greeting visitors, or helping with the taking down of everything.  We’d LOVE for you to bring a 

friend or neighbor to see this beautiful display, too! 

Note that the schedule has changed a bit from what was published in the November Kerygma 

because we wanted to make sure that we didn’t interfere with the Rhema Church’s Sunday 

service schedule. 

The set-up & take-down schedule (sign-up sheet is in the back of the church):  

 November 22 – December 6; bring your crèches to church and store them on the back 

pews.  Please put your name on the crèche itself and any boxes or bags that it is stored 

in.   

 Monday, December 7, 6:30 – set up tables and crèches. Everyone is welcome to help 

set this up, even if you don’t have a crèche to display. 

 Thursday, December 10, 6:30 – put on the final touches (if necessary) 

 Sunday, December 13, 5:00 – pack up and take down. 

The Display schedule: 

 Friday, December 5, 1:00 – 5:00    

 Friday, December 5, 6:00 – 9:00 

 Saturday, December 6, 9:00 – 4:00 

 Sunday, December 7, between all services, including the Rhema afternoon service. 

The display will be open until 5:00, when we will begin to pack up.  

 Also by appointment by calling Meg Mueller 

Each crèche is identified by its owner and origin, so if you have a new crèche to add to our 

display please include a brief history (where and when you purchased it, what the circumstances 

were if you’d like to share, how it is included in your family’s holiday celebration). 
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This display has been a tradition at Redeemer since 2001.  This year we’re hoping to involve 

the Rhema Church with the display, and to attract many visitors. When we see the display going 

up, we know that Advent has arrived! 

For questions, please call Meg Mueller at 214.886.8263. 

 
 

Nola Schrum 

SW5 has now met twice and favorable comments were received on both occasions.  Various 

types of music have been introduced and we continue to become familiar with new songs as 

well as singing ones which we are familiar with.  Discussion format of the scripture reading has 

been interesting and had good participation by folks who attended.  The decision has been made 

to meet the 2nd Saturday of each month at 5pm in the Parish Hall.  Please consider joining us to 

experience a new way to offer praise and thanksgiving to the Lord.  For any questions contact 

Nola Schrum at 972 839-3773 or ns0239@yahoo.com. 

 

Gift Shop News 

Carol Ware 

The Gift Shop has a nice selection of Advent items—candles, both the purple sets and the blue 

sets, advent calendars for children & grandchildren,  basic advent wreaths and even a full set of 

a wreath with candles and greenery.  We will also be putting out Christmas items—collectible 

ornaments for your tree or gift giving.    Lovely Christmas cards are also available for $8.00 a 

package with the proceeds going to support youth activities.    Stop by after either service on 

Sundays, or by appointment.  

Second Saturday 5:00 p.m. 

mailto:ns0239@yahoo.com
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Rhema Gospel Church 

Steve Bunt 

If you wondered what was happening 

at Redeemer the weekend of November 

7-8, the answer is we hosted the launch 

of a new church. For the last six 

months I have been working with the 

Reverend Doctor Solomon Waigwa 

to  find a home for the Rhema Gospel 

Church. The official launch of the 

church came November 7-8 with over 

400 people coming from Louisiana, Oklahoma, Boston(MA) and from all over Texas to 

celebrate. Starting in November Rhema will be conducting services on Sundays after our 

services are over. Although Rhema is starting with small numbers- not the 400 we saw their 

launch weekend- it will grow as its vision is to celebrate and serve the Risen Christ. Rhema 

members intend to join Redeemer at our parish events and in our ministries. Thanks to the 

vestry and especially Meg Mueller and those at the garage sale who were so helpful.  

 

Doing Battle with Paul 

Ed Fordyce 

How do you deal with passages from St. Paul that clearly, you think, he wrote on a bad day, or 

when feeling disagreeable, ill at ease, or just plain grumpy? That makes him seem short sighted 

or narrow minded? The ones you’ve drawn a line through or cut out of your Bible? You know 

the ones…. 

Beginning December 1st the Tuesday Morning Bible Study will be working through some of 

the most galling Pauline verses—the ones that shout: “Don’t speak! Be subject! Cover your 

heads!”  

http://i2.wp.com/diasporamessenger.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/LAUNCH-FLYER.jpg
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Leading our study will be Frances Taylor Gench through her new book,  Encountering God in 

Tyrannical Texts: Reflections on Paul, Women, and the Authority of Scripture (2015).  

Professor Gench, the Herbert Worth and Annie H. Jackson Professor of Biblical Interpretation 

at Union Theological Seminary in Richmond, Virginia, is familiar to our Bible Study through 

her book, Back to the Well: Women's Encounters with Jesus in the Gospels, which we 

previously studied. 

As a reviewer in The Christian Century commented recently: “every reader who takes the book 

seriously will understand that Gench is engaging, heart and mind, in a ‘holy wrestling.’ And 

many will be emboldened to take up texts that had, for them, carried only bad news before—

and to hold on, striving faithfully for the blessing of the gospel.” 

 

The Small Group Bible Discussion  

Nola Schrum 

Small Bible Discussion next meeting will be Nov. 30th with pot luck dinner starting at 6:30 and 

Bible discussion of "New Testament Characters" starting at 7:30pm.  We dismiss on time at 

8:30pm.  It is a great way to get to know each other better and share our perspectives on some 

of the familiar characters from Scripture.  Consider joining us to see what it's about.  All are 

welcome!  For more information contact Nola Schrum at 972 839-3773 or  ns0239@yahoo.com  

 

Spiritual Cinema Circle   

The discussion group, formerly known as “Explore God”, has continued on in their discussions 

with refreshments, fun and good conversation. They are now taking time to use short videos 

from Spiritual Cinema Circle as a basis for our discussions. The current discussions feature the 

TV show aired by CBS several year ago named Joan of Arcadia.  It provides an opportunity to 

talk about God in our lives and what God might be calling us to do. 

Tuesdays, 

6:30 – 7:30 PM 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0664259529/christiancent-20
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0664259529/christiancent-20
mailto:ns0239@yahoo.com
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Redeemer Montessori 

School 

“I am thankful for all the people that 

take care of our school.  And the 

people that come to church and 

celebrate God.  I am so thankful for 

the teachers that take the effort to 

come to school every day.” 

Gabriella,  

The students of RMS are 

on their Thanksgiving 

break after a round of 

cooking their Thanksgiving 

lunches The First, Second 

and Third Graders hosted 

the staff of the school and 

the church for lunch and 

Rather than the traditional 

Pumpkin Pie, they topped 

off their feast with chocolate cake, ice cream and sprinkles.  

In addition to cooking and baking, all the classes have been collecting food for 

Irving Cares which was their November service project.  The total amount will not 

be known until they come back from break but every classroom had a full basket or 

box and some had to add containers for the overflow.   

Their project for December will be Blue Christmas,  
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New Reception Desk 

When you are shopping at the Gift Shop take a look at the beautiful new reception desk we 

have.  This is a gift of time, talent and treasure to his ECR family from Richard Wilson. 

Painting 

Further on down the hall you will see a painting based on the story of Joseph and his coat of 

many colors which was commissioned by Danielle Perkins and painted by Annie Savage. 

 

November Yard Sale a Success! 

Thank you to everyone who had a hand in making the yard sale such a success. ECR raised over 

a thousand dollars for the building fund! But more than the money, we had fun working 

together as a community and greeting new friends as they visited our campus.  

Due to interest from both customers and parishioners, this will be an annual event in late 

October or early November.  Thanks in advance for saving items throughout the year! If you 

have large items to donate in the months to come and need a place to store them, contact 

Heather Newell at 214-293-9372.  

 

December Birthdays 

Sheryll Bunt 1 Carol Shuey 13 Carolyn Stevens 21 

Meg Mueller 2 Alison Goehrig 15 Johnny Wise 26 

Jim Williams 3 Kerry Santa Lucia 15 Mary Ann Hotchkiss 29 

Wanda Wintin 6 Bette Coolidge 20 Isaac Roman 29 

John Savage 8 Patrick Donalson 20 Cheryl Thompson 30 

Violet Feldhusen 13 David Neuville 21  

https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrB8pZ_e09WEl0A60uJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTIzaXYxMGRrBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZAMxYzY2OTkyMjgwYzViNzY0YWM1YmY1YmQwMTc2ZGM3NQRncG9zAzc3BGl0A2Jpbmc-?.origin=&back=https://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p%3DThank%2BYou%2BClip%2BArt%26fr%3Dyfp-t-901-s%26nost%3D1%26tab%3Dorganic%26ri%3D77&w=1496&h=1315&imgurl=www.toumc.org/clientimages/44015/noteofthanksrwb.jpg&rurl=http://greetingzone.com/tags/thank-you-glitter-thank-you-clip-art&size=242.2KB&name=Of+Wooden+<b>Thank</b>+<b>You</b>+Sign+.+<b>Thank</b>+<b>You</b>+Glitter+<b>Thank+You+Clip+Art</b>+...&p=Thank+You+Clip+Art&oid=1c66992280c5b764ac5bf5bd0176dc75&fr2=&fr=yfp-t-901-s&tt=Of+Wooden+<b>Thank</b>+<b>You</b>+Sign+.+<b>Thank</b>+<b>You</b>+Glitter+<b>Thank+You+Clip+Art</b>+...&b=61&ni=21&no=77&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=12144fs0u&sigb=13aoacqoi&sigi=11kl4cf38&sigt=136468716&sign=136468716&.crumb=Xo8f3pEg.sU&fr=yfp-t-901-s
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The Episcopal Church of the Redeemer 
2700 Warren Circle 
Irving, TX 75062-9242 

 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER AND REDEEMER MONTESSORI SCHOOL 

2700 Warren Circle  Irving, TX 75062-9242 

Church Phone: (972) 255-4171 FAX: (972) 258-9882 School Phone: (972) 257-3517 

Email: church@redeemer-irving.org 

Website: www.redeemer-iving.org 

Email: school@redeemermontessori.org 

Website: www.redeemermontessori.org 

Church Office Hours: 8.00 am – 4:00 pm School Office Hours: 8:00 am – 4:30 pm 

  

CHURCH SERVICE SCHEDULE SCHOOL STAFF 

Holy Eucharist Sunday:8:00 & 10:30 am 
Director- Shanon Flowers Tillery, 

sflowers@redeemermontessori.org 

Holy Eucharist and Healing Service Wednesday, 6:30 pm  

CLERGY 
Business Manager 

Bob Ware,  
bobwr@redeemermontessori.org 

Priest-In-Charge The Reverend Mike Wallens  
mike.wallens@redeemer-irving.org  

Administrative Assistant 
Diana Gustafson 

dgustafson@redeemer.org  

CHURCH STAFF 

Interim Treasurer, Bob Ware 
bobwr@redeemermontessori.org 

Interim Youth Minister, Steve Bunt 
s.bunt1@verizon.net 

Organist/Choirmaster, Mark Arcemont (Guest Organist)  
Office Manager, Jo Ann Howes, 

 redeemeroffice@redeemer-irving.org 

 

Coming Events 

Daylight Savings Time Ends 

Sunday, November 1 

2:00 am 

Parish Breakfast 

Sunday, November 1 

9:00 am 

Galveston Mission Trip 

November 4 – 8 

Daughters of the King 

Special Retreat 

November 6 & 7 

Dallas Peace & Justice 

Revival 

No

mailto:church@redeemer-irving.org
http://www.redeemer-iving.org/
mailto:school@redeemermontessori.org
http://www.redeemermontessori.org/
mailto:sflowers@redeemermontessori.org
mailto:bobwr@redeemermontessori.org
mailto:mike.wallens@redeemer-irving.org
mailto:dgustafson@redeemer.org
mailto:busmgr@redeemermontessori.org
mailto:s.bunt1@verizon.net
mailto:redeemeroffice@redeemer-irving.org

