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PRIEST-IN-CHARGE REPORT 
 

Dear friends in Christ: 
 
A true gift has been given to me. The gift is being in your presence as your 
Interim Rector. I have been given the opportunity to work with a fine staff at 
the church and the school, amazing leaders, a dedicated and faithful laity 
all in an environment infused with history, love and grace. 
 
This time of transition is not an easy time for us. It involves new ways of 
relating to God and one another as we listen to the workings of the Spirit in 
the life of this parish community. 
 
The time of transition involves a time of individual and community 
reflection.  It includes wrestling with questions like these: 

 
Is The Episcopal Church of the Redeemer a place  

in which the leadership is committed heart and  
soul to empowering Christians for ministry; 

in which nearly every member is using his or her gifts to  
edify the church; 

in which most members of the church are living out the faith  
with power and contagious enthusiasm; 

 in which church structures are evaluated on whether they  
promote the ongoing multiplication of the ministry; 

 in which worship services are a high point of the week for  
the majority of the congregation; 

 in which the loving and healing power of Christian  
fellowship can be experienced in small groups; 

 in which nearly all Christians, according to their gifts, help  
to fulfill the great Commission (Matthew 28); 

in which the love of Christ permeates almost all church  
activities? 

 

A friend once told me “churches are places for people to learn to love.” And 
so they are, yet during times of change and transition, how hard it is. The 
Church is the place where we must be humble and gentle and patient with 
one another and let the love of Jesus Christ enable us to love and pay 
attention to each other. 
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As we reflect on these questions through prayer and sharing with members 
of this part of the Body of Christ, our job is to see not only what God is 
doing at Redeemer but what God wants us to do as a community of faith 
and then to equip ourselves, to align ourselves with that divine activity.  
 

May Christ’s holy, healing, enabling Spirit be with us every step of the way, 
and be our guide as our road changes and turns. 
 

God bless, 
 
 
 
The Rev. Mike Wallens 
Interim Rector 
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SENIOR WARDEN’S REPORT 

Looking back to a year ago all the talk was about transition.  The Episcopal Church of 

the Redeemer had a new building and we were ready to be whole again.  It was time to 

learn how to live under one roof as a church family again.  We were all looking towards 

the future with optimism and excitement.  It was hard to imagine that there would be 

anything on the horizon that could be more difficult than what we had just gone through. 

Mother Gail’s retirement was a surprise to some and somewhat expected by others.  

Gail and Richard had been with us for 10 years and we enjoyed every bit of their time 

with us.  While we all miss them and the love they brought to Redeemer, no one can 

deny that it brings warmth to our hearts knowing they are spending time with their family 

now. 

This brings us to our latest transition.  Learning what it means to be the Episcopal 

Church of the Redeemer without the leadership of Mother Gail.  Learning about 

ourselves.  Learning who we are and what we want as a church family.  Taking a look at 

all of the details that we have taken for granted for the last 10 years and figuring out 

how these details will fit into our future.   

Over the past two months Father Mike has begun helping us look towards the future by 

guiding us through the vision, mission, and values of the church.  One of the most 

repeated questions I hear during our Sunday discussions is, “What is wrong with what 

we already have?”  Nothing is necessarily wrong with what we have, but we won’t know 

that unless we are willing to ask questions and take a look at the answers in detail.  We 

need to be open and accepting of the answers we receive.  Even when what we think is 

correct is not the case for everyone.  We need to take this time to look at what makes 

us Redeemer, so that we will be stronger moving forward. 

 

Thanks 
 
James  
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DEACON'S ANNUAL REPORT 

This has been an interesting year! It was hard to say goodbye to Mother Gail, and I’ve 

missed her presence with us.  I was hard, too, to stay flexible through all of our supply 

priests, but I am grateful that they were able to be with us during the time before Fr. 

Mike joined us. And it's been great having Fr. Mike with us as our interim priest while 

we're in transition. I appreciate his helping us to focus on where we are and where we're 

going as a parish and to begin to help us with change by presenting new and different 

things in the liturgy and in the day-to-day operation of Redeemer. 

During the past year I once again acted as the coordinator of our school partnership 

with Hanes. This year our Reading Buddies are Jackie Acres, Ginny Bertrand, Bette 

Coolidge, Meg Mueller, Jeanne Petit, and Carol Ware. And here's a big thanks to all of 

them for the work they're doing with Hanes' students! Also, this year with the lead of 

Ginny Bertrand we initiated a Pen Pal program with 4th grade students, and our Pen 

Pals are Jackie Acres, Ginny Bertrand, Dick Comstock, Mary Beth Comstock, Diane 

Milliner, Heather Newell, and me. It's been fun receiving to the letters -- one never 

knows what their letters will say -- and our writers have faithfully responded to them. A 

big thanks to them, too!  It would be wonderful if we could expand both our Reading 

Buddy and Pen Pal programs next year.  And we will continue to support the school 

staff in various ways as we have in the past few years. 

Our Summer Reading Program with Hanes students was held once again in July at the 

West Irving Library and the curriculum focused on animals.  We were able to have the 

local Humane Society visit us with some animals and we also had a visit (televised!) 

with Tug, the Wonder Dog.  And Cathy’s Critters also brought us a variety of animals for 

the kids to hold and touch – a snake, chicks, a piglet, hedgehogs, a cockatoo, and 

ducklings.  Each day the kids read, wrote and did crafts (designed by Meg). 

My other activities included assisting with the Eucharists on Sundays and Wednesdays; 

home communions; meeting with the other Diocesan deacons; attending the Tuesday 

morning study group sessions; attending to some pastoral care needs; presiding at a 
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funeral; acting as administrator of the Safe Church course; and attending the annual 

Diocesan Convention. 

I feel most grateful and privileged to be allowed to serve this parish, and I look forward 

to our next steps. 

Submitted by Deacon Diana LaCrosse 
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JUNIOR WARDENS 

2014 was another unbelievable year of change for Redeemer! It started with the 
formation of the dynamic duo, John Wise and me, two Jr. Wardens for yet another great 
year. The campus was changing and we had to step up and handle the challenges.  

The new Parish Hall gave us many of these challenges, most of which neither one of us 
had ever dealt with before. New door hardware with all its security and FOBS given out 
for keyless entry were some of those crazy changes. It made me appreciate the 
technical support of Bob Ware, Dan Donalson and John Wise. Keyless entry in the 
school building gave us flexibility with teachers and parents! Air conditioner filters on the 
roof needing to be changed. What were they thinking? 

The 2014 year changed as we all know with the departure and retirement of Mother 
Gail. This had a large impact on the offices of the Jr. Wardens and Senior Warden, 
James Roman. JoAnn worked even harder keeping us informed of problems and tasks 
needing to be done. Communication was very important with not only the church but 
with Shanon and Bob with the school.  

Steve Bunt and his committee were awesome with the new Columbarium being set up 
and again something John and I were never involved with before. It turned out beautiful. 
We will have new and improved benches installed very soon. 

The Spring and Fall maintenance festivals were incredible. Parishioners and school 
personnel helping out at every corner pulling weeds, cleaning gutters, keeping our 
campus clean.  

The fine balance of keeping the grounds and buildings of our campus in working order 
is an extraordinary task. John and I have seen the great works of the school and church 
come together for yet another great year. We appreciate the unbelievable dedication of 
Shanon and Bob with the school, combined with our awesome treasurer, Richard 
Wilson, Senior Warden, James Roman and vestry. I, on a personal note want to thank 
Charlie Brockett, a good friend that helped tremendously when I needed an extra set of 
hands. 

In closing, I want to say thanks to a good friend and co-Jr. Warden, John Wise.  

We were a great team, and now on to 2015!!! 

Roger Hogle 
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ALTAR GUILD 

The Altar Guild is a team organization whose purpose is to serve the priest and 
congregation by preparing the Altar and Sanctuary for Holy Eucharist. The Guild is 
composed of four teams, each having a captain plus four or five team members, thus 
each team usually only serves one week per month or 13 times each year. Other 
responsibilities include cleaning and maintaining the vessels, linens and implements 
used on the Altar, providing flowers, and keeping the vestments clean and in good 
repair. The Altar Guild also prepares for weddings, funerals, Holy Week, Easter, 
Christmas, etc., etc. After the 10:30 A.M. services on Sundays, the Altar flowers may be 
taken to anyone in the hospital or sick at home. Please see an Altar Guild member in 
the Sacristy for assistance. We have flower vases and cards available. Flowers may be 
sponsored (cost $35.00) by signing up on the sheet provided on the table at the back of 
the church and dropping your check in the collection plate with a notation “Flowers.” 

The Rector appoints all Altar Guild members and our teams are as follows: 

Porter Team - Jane Porter Team Captain 

Bette Coolidge  
Lana Lambert  
Carol Swanson 

Comstock Team – Mary Beth Comstock Team Captain 

Ginny Bertrand 
Linda Allen 
Margaret Ortolani 
Susan McCarley 

Hogle Team - Terry Hogle Team Captain 

Norma DeLeon 
Lori Brockett 
Kathy Orthwein 
Shawn Fryske 

Litchfield Team – Angie Litchfield Team Captain 

Pam Hardesty 
Ellen Batchelor 
Tiffanie Winchester 
Cheryl Thompson 

If you are interested in serving on the Altar Guild, please contact Fr. Wallens. 

Angie Litchfield 
Altar Guild Directress  
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ACOLYTES and LEMS 
SERVICE AT THE ALTAR OF GOD 

 
When serving at the altar, lay people actively assist the celebrant in the worship of God.  
In this important ministry servers need be well acquainted with the responsibilities and 
perform the duties with diligence. 

The term acolyte is specifically applied to one who carries a torch or a candle in 
processions or at other times during the Liturgy, but the term is commonly interchanged 
with server, which means one who assists.  After Sunday School, serving as an acolyte 
is often a young person’s primary experience and opportunity for growth within the 
Church.  Adults also participate in this ministry.  Families serving together can offer a 
meaningful way to deepen your worship experience.   

Lay Eucharistic Ministers administer the chalice at Communion and can perform the 
duties of acolytes.  This ministry is a meaningful opportunity for service and spiritual 
development.      

We are most grateful to the following individuals who acted as acolytes during the past 
year:   

 
Rachel Neuville  Janet Shuey 
Star Adams  Joey Bevans 
Avalon Williams  Ashley Simmel 
Chelsea Duru    Shelby Simmel 
Devon Duru  Daniel Aribisala 
Hannah Thompson  Zoe Newell 
Rebecca Shuey  Adam Neuville 
Divine Duru  Brian Neuville 
Seth Shuey  Colton Neuville 
 
Our thanks to the following Lay Eucharistic Ministers: 
 
Heather Newell  Charlie Brockett 
Marcy Suzuki  Chad Harris 
Fred Jordan  Teddy Aribisala 
Carol Ware  Dan Donalson 
 
If you are interested in expanding your ministry and serving our parish in either of these 
capacities, please reach out to me.  We will have a training session on January 31st at 
10:00am and would love to have you involved. 
 
 
Kristy Neuville 
dkneuville@charter.net 

  

mailto:dkneuville@charter.net
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LECTORS 

Lectors are a group of people gifted in the ability to read aloud in the presence of God 
and their fellow parishioners.    
 
We are blessed in this ministry at Redeemer with a variety of lay people who approach 
the lectern with decorum and dignity and help make the lessons and psalms come alive 
for us.  In 2015 they will begin leading us in the Prayers of the People. 
 
We are grateful to these faithful individuals for their diligence in this task over the past 
year: 
 

Dick Comstock 

Phyllis Slocum 

Ginny Bertrand 
Fr. Stephen 
Waller    

Sue Sailer 
  Pam Hardesty 

Jim Williams 

Jeanie Patty 

Brad Walsh 

Mary Forrest 
James Musick 
Richard Gateley 
 

 

 

   
If you feel drawn to this ministry, or would like further information, please reach out to 
me, We will have our next training January 31st at 11:30am.  
 
Kristy Neuville 
dkneuville@charter.net 

 
 
 

LAY EUCHARIST VISITORS 

Lay Eucharistic Ministers, trained and licensed by the Diocese to take the consecrated 
elements to parishioners who are housebound or in the hospital.  They are sent forth by 
the Rector and the whole congregation to let the people know that they share 
Redeemer's Sunday celebration of word and sacrament.  They, too, are loved and fed 
by God.  During 2014, we made 31 visits. 

If you feel led to this ministry and want to know more about it, ask Father Mike.  It is 
truly an extraordinary ministry. 

Jacqueline Haden 
Fred Jordan 
James Musick 
Wanda Wintin 
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USHERS’ REPORT 

I would like to thank the following ushers for doing a great job in 2014.  They were 
dedicated to the schedule, stepped up during Holy Week and Christmas, and they were 
simply there when needed: 

Phil Acquaviva Marcy Suzuki Richard Wilson 

Uzoma Duru          John Tilly Mary Withers 

Landon Howard Mark Swanson John Wise 

   

The duties of the ushers include: 

 Greeting and assisting people as they arrive 

 Handing out bulletins and other information 

 Preparing the attendance count 

 Facilitating the offertory 

 Directing the congregation during Communion 

 Preparing sanctuary pews after each service 

I would also like to thank those people not on the official roster but generously 
volunteered in a pinch.  Redeemer folks are awesome and greatly appreciated. 

Thanks to All, 

Bill Thompson 

CHOIR 

The Redeemer Choir consists of the following members under the direction of Wes 
Reed, Organist/Choirmaster.   

Linda Allen Pam Hardesty Dan Ortolani  
Ellen Batchelor Terry Hogle Margaret Ortolani  
Jan Davenport  Angie Litchfield Brad Walsh  
Norma DeLeon Hyejin Moon Jim Williams  
Mary Forrest Rachel Neuville   

In addition to their service on Sunday mornings at the 10:30 a.m. service, the choir 
presents special music for Easter and Christmas and in 2014 the choir sang their fourth-
annual Evensong on All Saints Sunday.   

The choir rehearses at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday evenings and at 9:30 on Sunday 
mornings in addition to having monthly retreats.    



11 

YOUTH MINISTRY 

January:  On Saturday January 25 the Senior High KICK teens attended the annual 
Bishop’s Ball at the Cathedral. 

February: KICK began the Rob Bell Nooma series and participated in a work day at the 
North Texas Food Bank. 

March: Spaghetti Luncheon held on March 2 to raise money for the summer mission trip 
and March 7-9 was the Senior High Retreat at Camp All Saints. 

April: KICK helped to serve Sunday night super at the Austin Street Center.  On Good 
Friday the youth presented the Stations of the Cross.  For Easter they stuffed and hid 
eggs for the annual egg hunt. 

May:  The youth reached their fund raising goal for their mission trip and had a 
fellowship and fishing trip with the Brotherhood of St. Andrew at Lake Grapevine. 

June  Mission trip to Tahlequah, OK. 

July: There was a pool party at the Suttons. 

August: KICK had a Lock-In which began with a trip to a Drive-In Movie in Ennis. 

September; Participated in the KICK booth on Rally Day. 

October: KICK began the study “Life Hurts, God Heals” and started a fund raiser for 
their 2015 Mission Trip, selling calendars and Christmas card sets.  Seventh – Ninth 
Graders attended New Beginnings at All Saints; the youth also participated in Trunk or 
Treat with Woodhaven for Halloween. 

November:  Audrey Sutton submitted her resignation as Youth Minister effective 
January 1, 2015. 

December:  Worked with the outreach for Hanes students with an Angel Tree and 
helped with wrapping the presents.  KICK also had it annual caroling for shut-ins. 

Message from Audrey Sutton 
As 2014 comes to a close, so does my time with this loving parish. The experiences I 
have had with this parish and the amazing group of teenagers will forever hold a special 
place in my heart. This community is a strong example of what 'outreach' really means 
and what it looks like when all of God's people are accepted for who they are. I know 
that God has great plans ahead for this Church and I cannot wait to see where He is 
leading you! My prayers remain with you all during this time of transition and searching. 
I am anxious for the road ahead and have faith that the Lord will provide an awesome 
youth minister to KICK. Grateful and blessed do not even begin to describe how I feel 
after getting to know many of the teens and parishioners at Redeemer. Thank you for 
everything you have taught me and how generously you have each blessed my family. 
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ENGAGING PEOPLE IN CHRIST (EPIC) 

EPIC is the place to connect to your local parishioners on your level: we are 
an Engaging group of People united In Christ!!  

EPIC is composed of a group of young adults who have families and/or careers and are 
very busy with both.  They meet monthly to enjoy fun and fellowship as well as explore 
their faith.  These meetings have been held in the homes of the members. 

In April the members had a combination housewarming and baby shower for Landon, 
Christina and P.J. Howard and Isaac James Howard joined the EPIC family May 14 just 
in time to meet Mother Gail before she left.  On September 24 Mark, Becky, Lea and 
Cora Vogel welcomed another new member with the arrival of Mark Asher. 

In July EPIC served at Austin Street Center and Calvin Winchester recounted this 
experience in an article in the September Kerygma describing their visit and expressing 
the blessing this experience was for them. 

Since Father Mike arrived he has encouraged them to meet in the church on a Sunday 
evening where they can have a meal and child care is provided. 

EPIC provides a special place for new young and growing families and young career 
people coming into the parish to get acquainted and find a place at our table. 
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OUTREACH 

This parish has a heart for outreach, and we have continued to support old favorite 
ministries, and to introduce some new opportunities, in the past year.  Each month we 
offer two areas of focus; one a gift of treasure and one a gift of time.  We also continue 
to support Irving Cares by the collection of selected pantry items each month, taking 
them hundreds of pounds of food throughout the year.  

By the month: 

January – Austin Street Shelter drive collecting warm clothing and blankets, and off 
campus Carter Blood Bank drive 

February – Souper Bowl of Caring, North Texas Food Bank work day, donations for Our 

Friend’s Place 

March – Redeemer Montessori School Fund Drive and Family Promise rotation 

April- Hats and clothing for Parkland premature babies, Spring Clean-up festival, and 
encouraging all to participate in Holy Week services 

May – Fans for Irving Cares, sign-up for Hanes Summer Reading Camp, collection of 

school supplies for Nola Schrum’s mission to Kenya, Family Promise rotation 

June/July – Muffin Madness Hanes teacher appreciation event, donations to sponsor a 
student for Hanes Summer Reading Camp and continued volunteer sign up for the 
camp, Family Promise rotation    

 August – Volunteer sign up for Hanes reading buddies and pen pals, collection of 
school supplies for Hanes teachers 

September – Monetary donations and supplies for USO, continued sign up for Hanes 
reading buddies and pen pals 

October – Crayons/coloring books for Children’s Medical Center, Family Promise 
rotation, Fall Clean-up festival 

November – Holiday food items for Irving Cares, and volunteers to deliver those items, 
Blue Christmas 

December – Blue Christmas, Crèche display, Hanes Angel tree, Family Promise 
rotation, suggested gift options of donations to Heifer International or Project Hope   

Members: 
Jackie Acres, Ellen Batchelor, Dennis Gooding, Deacon Diana LaCrosse, Diane 
Milliner, Meg Mueller, Henry Ohuemeokpu 

Respectfully submitted,  
Diane Milliner 
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CRÈCHE DISPLAY 

Advent 2014 saw the display being moved back to its traditional venue, in the church.  
We had over 120 nativities on display the first weekend of December, opening it up to 
the public during the day on Friday and Saturday, and after services on Sunday.  Ms. 
Cheryl’s Montessori class viewed the display, and we had approximately 35 visitors 
from Woodhaven Presbyterian who also came to see it as part of their holiday 
gathering.  Redeemer church members were able to enjoy the display during and after 
the services on December 7. 

Thank you to everyone who shared their precious crèches with us, and a huge thank 
you to everyone who helped with set up, greeting visitors, and with the take down: 

Jackie Maki, Carol Ware, Cheryl and Bill Thompson, Angie and Randy Litchfield, Ray 
Smithey, Tom Wilson, Jackie Acres and Jo Freeman. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Meg Mueller 
 
 

FAMILY PROMISE OF IRVING 

This year has brought great news for Family Promise.  Woodhaven has housed Family 
Promise while they were looking for a permanent home; well the prayer has been 
answered.  Family Promise has a new home which they will hopefully move into in 
January.  Teri Petty has accepted the position of Executive Director for Family Promise 
and she is a blessing from God because of the love that she has for this ministry.   

Family Promise has hired a new part-time case manager so that we may help more 
families who need our services, so please welcome Desiree Hartman.   

Our next rotation will be the week of February 15th-21st.  If you are interested in this 
ministry, we would love to have you help share the love of Christ to the homeless 
families in Irving and the surrounding DFW area.    

We would not be able to serve as a buddy church to Woodhaven if it were not for: Annie 
Savage, Angie Litchfield, James Musick, Lana Lambert, Sue Sailer, Mary Storey, Meg 
Mueller, Diane Milliner, Ellen Batchelor, Wanda Wintin, Tom Wilson, Jackie Acres and 
Phoenicia Eilert.   

If you are interested in cooking meals, staying overnight, helping out at the Day Center, 
visiting with the guests, making breakfast and lunches please get in touch with one of 
the volunteers or myself.   

Christy Wilson 
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AUSTIN STREET MINISTRY 

Austin Street ministry is partnered with St. Andrews in Garland and on the second 
Sunday of each month we go and take sandwiches and serve taco salad to the 
homeless.   

This year different groups were able to go and serve at Austin Street Shelter: Youth 
Group, EPIC group, Brotherhood of Saint Andrew, Glenn Reid, Annie Savage, Heather 

and Zoe Newell, Sue Sailer, The Langworthy’s, Jackie Acres, Phoenicia Eilbert and 
others who regularly serve this ministry.   

The Austin Street Sandwich crew consists of Annie Savage, Henry O, James Musick, 
Peggy Gainer, Ray Smithey, JoAnn Freeman, Glenn Reid, Karen and Carolyn Haferte, 
Elizabeth and David Meadows. Without their loving donations of bread, tuna salad, 
meat, cheeses, condiments, peanut butter and jelly we would not be able to make the 
sandwiches that we make each and every month.  We take between 25-30 loaves of 
sandwiches each month and could not do it without the loving support of these 
awesome volunteers who love and support this ministry.   

We have to thank as well the at home sandwich makers who bring their sandwiches to 
church to be taken to Austin Street: Calvin & Tiffany Winchester, Carolyn and Vernon 
Birkholz, and Lana Lambert.     

Any donations of bread, meat, cheese, condiments, peanut butter and jelly are always 
welcome.   

Tom Wilson   

 

 

ST. VERONICA’S GUILD 

St. Veronica’s is an informal organization of parish members who provide food or other 
assistance to parish members in the event of illness or death in their families. The guild 
has no officers, meetings or formal structure and functions only in the time of need. For 
many years the guild has provided food and other assistance to many parish families in 
the time of grief or illness.  

It is a privilege to be of service, so we hope we can help when at all possible.   

If you would be willing to become a part of this important and rewarding ministry, please 
call Mary Beth Comstock at 972-252-2488 and ask that your name be added to the 
guild roster. 

 
Mary Beth Comstock 
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THE BROTHERHOOD OF SAINT ANDREW 

For the Redeemer chapter of the Brotherhood of Saint Andrew the year 2014 was 
marked by of fellowship and service. We had meetings twice each month, where we 
planned and worked on our mandates of prayer, study and service.  

For prayer and reflection we’ve continued our study of No Future Without Forgiveness 
by Desmond Tutu; and in 2015 we’ll be using Christian Character by A. Sterk and P. 
Scazzero to spark interesting and inspiring discussions during our meetings. 

For our mandate of service we continued our support the Austin Street Shelter and A 
Family Promise. We also lent our efforts and skills to Great Day of Service, a 
community service organization. For GDS we had an opportunity to assist an elderly 
client with the upkeep and cleaning of her home. We also provided support and 
assistance to the Daughters of the King when their annual meeting was held at 
Redeemer. 

Also, as part of our recruiting drive to bring in new members, in 2014 we hosted a Fish 
Fry for all members of the parish. The event was a success and gave us a chance to 
increase BOSA’s presence at Redeemer.  

For 2015 we’ve start off by providing refreshments for Redeemer’s Annual Meeting on 
January 25th. We’ll continue our community service activities for Austin Street Shelter 
and A Family Promise and we’ll keep up our recruiting efforts. We want to encourage all 
men and parish youth to join us as we study, learn and serve others. 

 

 Your Brother in Christ 
Henry Ohuemeokpu 
 

 

THE ORDER OF THE DAUGHTERS OF THE KING (DOK) 

The Order of the Daughters of the King (DOK) is a spiritual sisterhood of women 
dedicated to a life of Prayer, Service and Evangelism. We have made a commitment to 
Jesus as our Savior, and we follow Him as Lord of our lives. We are an Order for 
women who are communicants of the Episcopal Church, and churches in communion 
with it. 

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, our vision as Daughters of the King is to know Jesus 
Christ, to make Him known to others. 

We are an Order, not an Organization. An Order is a community under a religious rule; 

especially one requiring members to take solemn vows.  We don't just enroll as 
members and attend meetings; we take life-long vows to follow the Rule of Prayer and 
Rule of Service.  
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We spent most of 2014 planning for the annual Fall assembly which we hosted in  
October , 96 ladies from all over the Diocese of Dallas were in attendance. Our Program 

was “We are one” and our speakers were members of the Daughters of Abraham, they 
were Jewish, Muslim and Christian and spoke of how alike we are. It was a wonderful 
experience. Our own Brotherhood of Saint Andrews were a big help serving Breakfast, 
Lunch and clean up Thanks Guys!  

In November we had an election of officers Co Presidents are Kathy Orthwein & Christy 
Wilson, Secretary Linda Allen and Treasurer Sue Sailor. A big thank you goes to Norma 
DeLeon she was our fearless leader for the last two years, Secretary Jan Davenport for 
keeping the minutes of our meetings and Treasurer Sue Sailor for keep track of our 
dues, and the National DOK funds we are asked to support. 

 In 2015 we are looking forward to having discernment classes we are always looking 
for Prayer Warriors. So if you feel you are called please see any of the daughters for 
more information. 

Respectfully Submitted 

Kathy Orthwein- Co-President 
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BIBLE STUDY - TUESDAY MORNING 

During the first five months of 2014 we studied the effects of the exile on the Jews who 
were carried off to Babylon following the destruction of Jerusalem in 587 BC. During 
that exile the Jews underwent a wholesale reexamination of their understanding of God 
and their relationship to God. As a study guide we used Fr. John Holdsworth’s book, 
Dwelling in a Strange Land. In it he drew us into the Old Testament texts written 
during the exile and upon the Jews’ return to Israel 50 years later. And, he asked how 
those texts might inform our response to the events of 9/11, the various controversies in 
the Anglican Communion, and, perhaps, our response to the financial crisis of 2008.  

During the summer months the Informal Summer Study replaced bible study from the 
3rd of June and continuing until after Labor Day. In it we read and discussed Richard 
Rohr’s book, Falling Upward, A Spirituality for the Two Halves of Life. Rohr “explores 
the two halves of life to show that those who have fallen, failed, or ‘gone down’ [in the 
first half of life] are the only ones who understand ‘up.’ We grow spiritually more by 
doing it wrong than by doing it right."  

After Labor Day the Bible Study Class reconvened and began an examination of the Old 
Testament book of Leviticus. The shortened commentary by Jacob Milgrom served as 
the guide to the Hebrew text; class members followed along with commentary and 
annotations from their own annotated bibles or other commentaries.  

The month of December ushered in a reading of Jesus’ parables, using a recent book 
by Amy-Jill Levine, professor of New Testament and Jewish Studies at Vanderbilt  
School, entitled Short Stories by Jesus: The Enigmatic Parables of a Controversial 
Rabbi.  One book reviewer pretty much nails what this book is about:  

“If most Christian readers have accepted parables as comforting allegories, Jesus' 
Jewish listeners certainly did not. Levine's argument rests on her contention that we can 
embrace the challenge of the parables only if we see them in their original context, and 
Levine strives to recover that context and thereby enable us to read the parables, and 
Jesus and his mission, in nontraditional ways. Jesus' Jewish listeners did not hold 
shepherds in high esteem, nor did they necessarily disrespect merchants, judges and 
Pharisees. Jesus and his Jewish listeners were concerned not about the afterlife as 
much as they were concerned with their daily lives, and the parables, read in their 
context, reveal a pragmatic rabbi conveying practical lessons.” 

Reading and study of the parables continues in 2015. Bring your Bible and come join 
our lively group on Tuesdays from 10 until 11:30 a.m. in the Conference Room. Copies 
of Professor Levine’s book are available through the Church Gift Shop, in bookstores, or 
via the Internet.  

Everyone is welcome in this class! You do not have to be a Redeemer member to 
attend. Guests are encouraged to visit and see how we engage and deepen our faith!   
Coffee, animated conversation and good laughs are always in plentiful supply! ---  

Ed Fordyce 
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THE OUTLIERS – BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP 

The idea for The Outliers sprang from members of the Informal Summer Study in 2013 
who wanted to continue reading and discussing books and authors which dealt with 
concerns of Christian spirituality. The name for the group was inspired by the author, 
Malcolm Gladwell, who declared: “‘Outlier’ is a scientific term to describe things or 
phenomena that lie outside normal experience.” He goes on to say “I’m interested in 
people who are outliers—in men and women who, for one reason or another, are so 
accomplished so extraordinary and so outside of ordinary experience that they are as 
puzzling to the rest of us as a cold day in August.” We figured that pretty well described 
us and the authors we are hoping to read! 

After finishing the first book, Kathleen Norris’ The Cloister Walk, we began reading and 
discussing Joan Chittister’s book, The Gift of Years, subtitled Growing Older 
Gracefully. The author, a Benedictine nun, is an internationally known author and 
lecturer in contemporary spirituality; in this book she examines many aspects of aging, 
the purposes and concerns, the struggles and surprises, the potential and joys. 
Chittister believes that the gift of the years leading up to and following retirement “is not 
being merely alive, it is the gift of becoming more fully alive than ever.” 

We will complete Chittister’s book early in 2015, and will select a new book to read. 
Your suggestions are welcome! Come join our study and discussion on the 2nd and 4th 
Fridays of each month, from 10 until 11:30 a.m. in the conference room.  

Ed Fordyce 
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GIFT SHOP 

The Gift Shop provides a convenient location for parishioners and friends to purchase 
unique, Christian gifts, collectibles, books, stationery and jewelry.  It is open on Sundays 
after both services, and on request. The shop has implemented acceptance of credit 
cards for the convenience of our customers and sponsored a sale of handmade items 
from Peru from an organization called Threads of Hope.  This sale earned more than 
$1500 of which over 90% went to the benefit of the artisans.  Other contributions 
included $1000 to SAMS for the orphanage in Peru. 
 
Financial Report: 
 
Sales      $4731.44 
    Merchandise & Supplies   $3614.43 
     
                   
    Cash Balance 12/31/14          $6287.89 
  Less sales tax payable                $369.68 
 
 
Gift Shop Committee: 
Jackie Acres 
Lea Aribasula 
Ellen Batchelor 
Betty Bessler 
Monica Gooding 
Jeanne Petit 
Meg Mueller 
Carol Ware 
Christy Sanders-Wilson   
 
Submitted by  
Carol Ware, Treasurer 
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THE COLUMBARIUM COMMITTEE 

The Columbarium at the Episcopal Church of the Redeemer was opened for use by the 
members of the church and their families in 2014. It provides a respectful, contemplative 
area of our campus for the repose of those dear to us. Niches are available for 
purchase and necessary forms are available in the church office. Proceeds from sale of 
niches provide for construction of the niche wall, the niches, and maintenance of the 
Columbarium. It is the plan for the sale of niches to also provide a funding stream for 
the Redeemer Building Fund to be applied to the principal of the loan for the new 
building. 

If you have interest in purchasing a niche, contact the church office or a member of the 
Columbarium Committee.  

Ginny Bertrand 

Stephen Bunt 

Bette Coolidge 

Jane Porter 
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STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 

When asked to take on the Stewardship Campaign Coordinator for October 2014, I 
responded with a smile and quick yes. That is the thing about being willing to help, you 
never know where God will lead! After much prayer and thought, I sought out mostly 
vestry members as Captains and speakers, with the additional help of Kathy Orthwein, 
Sue Sailer, Margaret Wise, Terry Hogle, Carol and Bob Ware, as well as Christina 
Howard as a speaker. Many thanks to all who employed time and talent to distribute 
stewardship packages and listen to parishioners' concerns and hopes. 

To date, the October stewardship campaign has netted the following results:  

 2015 Pledges total $181,926.00   

 77 individuals or families of approximately 110 returned cards this year 

  64 cards were returned with a pledge commitment of a specific pledge amount 

(an increase of 2 over last year)  

 8 families made a pledge for the first time 

 24 families were able to increase their financial commitments 

 19 families maintained their commitment at the same level as last year  

 13 families decreased the amount of their pledge  

 6 families stopped pledging all together 

 Total 2015 Pledges are about $22,000.00 less than 2014 

Just when I thought my work was done, along comes Father Mike with engaging talk of 
committees. Stewardship Committee? Why, yes, I'd be happy to be involved! Chair, why 
sure! And the yes's keep on leading us forward by God's grace, step by step. Where will 
your "yes" lead you? How will it bring you to new levels of service and relationship to 

this faith community and to God?  Thanks be to God for the "yes's"!  

Heather Newell 
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REDEEMER MONTESSORI SCHOOL 

The 2014/2015 as with every year, we have made programmatic changes and 
improvements. This year we made drama be an inclusive program embedded in 
our Elementary curriculum and not be an external course. We listened to our 
parent body by adding more active classes, such as, Yoga, Zumba, Soccer, 
and Ballet. 

Our Music program was expanded again to include recorder karate, a 
challenging instrumental program intended to teach the different skill levels. 
We lost our catechesis instructor at the beginning of the school year, due to 
relocation, so instead have added Chapel with Father Mike once a week. Our 
preprimary students and Elementary students have been attending since 
December. 

The Upper Elementary has continued a second year fundraising by making 
homemade cookies and serving coffee during what they lovingly refer to as C3: 
Coffee, Cookies, and Conversation. C3 takes place on the 3rd Thursday of 
every month. The guided conversations are over a parenting book that parents 
have chosen to read / discuss each semester. 

The Lower Elementary plans to host an Art Gallery Display and participate in a 
Science Fair this Spring. The library that was built and created by Redeemer's 
own, Sara Roman, has been maintained by Upper Elementary students. Each 
day after school one UEL student stays to be librarian for the day. This has 
been a wonderful experience for the students and extremely helpful to 
Administration. 

The Running Club has expanded to include entire families now with extremely 
large turn outs on Race Day. Students, Parents, and Faculty will participate in 
two 5K this year: Zebra Phriends in Coppell and the Color Run in Dallas. 

RMS' compassion projects for the year include: Trick or treating for UNICEF, 
Food Drive for Irving Cares, Collection of gifts for Irving Fire Departments Blue 
Christmas, St. Jude's Trike a Thon, and Miles of Hope walk for Scottish R ite. 

Other highlights for the year include: Fall / Spring Festival, Potluck Cookbook 
Dinner, Diwali, Christmas Pageant and caroling, and a Sweetheart Dance.  

We were able to provide tuition assistance to 5 students this year. We are 
grateful for Bob Ware who continues to help us with our financial and technical 
needs and Roger Hogle for continuing to help us with any maintenance needs, 
JoAnn Howes and James Roman for supporting us in every facet, and the 
Vestry for their many blessings. 

Shanon Flowers, 
Director 
 


